Running Head: BLACK LIVES MATTER		 1
BLACK LIVES MATTER		5








Black Lives Matter 
Name
Institutional Affiliation


INTRODUCTION 
	This research project is aimed at investigating the similarities and the differences of opinions that exist between Gen Z and the Millennial on black lives matter and if there is a decline of racist beliefs. Research shows that both Gen Z and the Millennia’s have shaped a new movement known as #BlackLivesMatter. The movement is both a human rights and new black civil rights movement. As a result of the movement, there has been a rise in the number of protest from Missouri, Ferguson, Baltimore and Maryland. It is clear that both the Millennial and Gen Z have shaped their unique perspectives on black lives matter. Gen Z is both a politically disengaged group and distrustful of the police and the military. This is the main group that is always protesting against the police violence and seems to have shaped the ideology of the #Blacklivesmatter movement. While it is clear that Generation Z is less right leaning when it comes to issues brought in the #BlackLivesMatter, the Millennials can be considered as leftish and conservative in their own ideologies.
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
	Critical Theory can be described as a Marxist model that is aimed at reflective assessment and the critique of cultural practices and the society with an aim of revealing and challenging social structures as they exist in the society. Most of the Millennial for this movement have gained attention for their increased forms of mobilization in the country, which has caught the attention of many people. Ethnographic observation has been used as the focus of this study by identifying the activities of black movements through social media network such as Twitter. 
	According to critical theory, Members of Gen Z are more concerned with the rising educational costs as compared to the Millennial. In the black lives matter movement, the Gen Z seems to have shaped most of its ideologies as it is more concerned on the idea of solving economic disparities and helping its members to find a dream job. Most of the Gen Z usually follow the influence of their parents as compared to the millennials. Most of the discussions that have been brought by the Gen Z have helped to deal with fatal encounters with police, national politics and issues related to political parties. This has helped to provide improved engagements among individuals within the society. The users who have engaged in the social media platforms have provided continued media debates on the issues of racism in the society (Alvah, 2020).
Critical theory illustrates Gen Z as individuals who are more pragmatic as compared to Millenials who have been raised during times of economic boom. The Gen Z hashtags that have been identified have been chosen randomly through twitter to examine the political attitudes on individuals towards issues related to activism and political engagement in the society. The #BlackLivesMatter has been selected as it is an archetypal example of a hashtag that is connected to a specific cause or political issues that affect individuals across the country. The baseline of usage is Twitter, which has been considered as a major social movement in which the issue of political discussions and engagements have been brought (Taylor, 2016).
	Critical Theory also explains how views from Millennials have changed to views associated with Gen Z. The analysis of #BlackLivesMatter shows that the activist movement emerged after the increasing violence perpetuated on African Americans. Gen Z has always viewed violence as an issue that has been brought by continued disparities between the police and the society. The movement had demonstrated that neither police officials involved in deaths of many individuals had been formally charged with criminal behaviors. There has been a need to solve the issues of criminal behaviors as they emerge in the society. Information on the #BlackLivesMatter continues to demonstrate that the movement has continued to solidify itself as a justice movement against issues that matter in the society.  The use of digital influences has helped to enhance Gen Z dealings with social issues that have significant impact on the society. Contemporary issues have continued to be solved by the movement with an aim of dealing with significant media influences that have significant issue within the society. This will help to solve major challenges that have continued to affect the movement over the years
While it is clear that Generation Z is less right leaning when it comes to issues brought in the #BlackLivesMatter, the Millennials can be considered as leftish and conservative in their own ideologies. The main challenges that had affected the Black Lives movement was that there was no effective legislation that would help to solve the challenges the people faced at the time. For instance, there was lack of effective activism that would help to address the pertinent challenges that had affected the black populations at the time. The Millenials does not have an effective position that would help professionals and also the civil rights movements to attain their economic freedoms at the time. There was also diverse political motivations behind the anti-poverty programs at the time that had affected the people. There was also a need to have moderating influences that would encourage the professionals to participate and ensure that unions and community had provide social welfares that would help the people to attain social freedoms (Taylor, 2016).
METHODS 
	Reports conducted from surveying more than 3,000 adult’s show that individuals aged from 1985 to 2002 are considered as millennial. These individuals’ personal identity and habits have led to the formation of blacklivesmatter ideas on socialism and equality in the society. In particular, survey instrument has been identified as the best method that can be used in the analysis of the functions of black lives matter movement on social media.	Sample images on Millenials protests have been carefully selected with an aim of analyzing the impact of black lives matter movement on the society. According to the study, it is evident that many social media reports have shown that the continued impact of Gen Z black lives matter movement has major images of police officials participating in violence across the United States. Images of protesters on the roads with their location have been identified as a symbol of the increasing nature of the social movements and how they have participated in the campaigns against violence across the United States.  Surveys from Gen Z movements have shown that the national police officials have been involved in the increasing violence that has continued to have significant impact on individuals across the United States (Brown & Stout, 2020).
	Scholarly data on Gen Z Black Lives Matter movement has been collected from several hashtags within the country which include fatal police encounters and local enforcement. It is evident that the mentions of these acts have been highlighted to illustrate the actions of police and law enforcement. These have helped to demonstrate the issues related to police officials and also the law enforcement issues that have continued to affect the country over the years. Data collected from Google Analytics   show that black lives matter is a movement that is supported by individuals across all ages, party affiliation and races.  Gen Movement has been supported by many individuals across the country, which demonstrates the approval rates of the movement in the country. More than 35% of Americans are said to be in support of the movement and approved the performance of the group in highlighting the plight of Americans. 
	According to the Bureau of Statistics, Gen Z individuals in the United States have participated in the Black Lives Matter movement. In particular, the Women’s March of 2017 is considered to have had a turnout of 3 million to 5 million individuals on every single day for every organized event. Collectively, the application of the Black Lives Matter protests show Gen Z are actively involved in #BlackLivesMatter movement as compared to Millenials. According to Civil analytics polls, it is evident that the movement has attracted protesters who are considered to be wealthier and younger. Most of the individuals who have been engaged in the protests have been involved in demonstrations and activism, which has helped to advance the idea of black community within the United States. This has helped to promote youngsters and individuals in engaging in a movement to diversify their views across the country (Brown & Stout, 2020).
	Articles on social movements have demonstrated Gen Z has increased its activities on #BlackLivesMatter. While the Black Lives Matter movement has been developed to deal with the increased challenges of black communities, it is evident that they have been a target of the police brutality that has led to killing them in a senseless manner. Even after 150 years ago when the struggle to liberate the African Americans from slavery and discrimination were established, it is evident that there are laws that have continued to affect how people perform and also contribute to the development of the economy. While people marched to demonstrate that the blacks lives of the people matter, there is a need to establish policies that would ensure that black people have been liberated by the government (Lopez & Smith, 2019).
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
Scholarly studies on #BlackLivesMatter has continued to engage individuals based on the social issues that continue to have a significant impact on them.  These studies show that Millennials and Gen Z are considered to be less racist and more accepting as compared to other races of previous generations. The studies have indicated that racism is a learned behavior. Gen Z seem to be more against racism as compared to Millennials who are used to issues of stereotyping and racism in the society. The use of social media digital tools has always helped to create value. The movement has used these platforms to deal with major challenges that have significantly affected the group’s issues over the years. This has helped to deal with issues that continue to have a significant impact on the members of the society (Lopez & Smith, 2019).
According to Alvah (2020) an expert on millennials, it is clear that the use of Hashtags as a form of collective action and engagement of algorithms in political organization. This public has helped to promote activism and the concepts of political changes within the country. The BlackLivesMatter has been used as a method in which internal debates have been organized with a need to engaging people into a conversation that has improved the views of individuals in the society. The solidification of racial justice within the society has been achieved through the application of BlackLivesMatter social movement in the society. Many individuals have been involved in solving pertinent issues within the society while at the same time dealing with major issues that continue to affect public discourse. The engagement of digital media influences has developed a group with the capacity to handle challenges that have significant impact on the society.
CONCLUSION 
	To sum it up, Millenials and Gen Z have contributed a lot in dealing with issues of racism, disparities and inequalities in the society. Both generations have provided different perspectives on how to handle most of the racist ideologies in the society. It is clear that the use of Hashtags as a form of collective action and engagement of algorithms in political organization has been considered as the platform used by Gen Z to highlight their issues in the society. On the other hand, Millenials have been concerned with clear outfits that are aimed at challenging the segregated groups within the society. It is evident that Black lives matter movement has gained the attention it needs to solve most of the critical issues that face black communities. Black social media usage of technoculture to air its issues has been one of the most effective ways in which Millenials have used their platforms to deal with challenges that emerge in the society. The application of hashtag campaigns and citizen journalism by Gen Z has helped traditional media outlets to deal with challenges that have continued to have a significant impact on them. #BlackLivesMatter has succeeded in enhancing the social progress and emergence of social movements that have brought changes within the society. 
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